
TIVY HIGH SCHOOL DANCE DEPARTMENT SYLLABUS  
Katie Nichol-Owens 

Katie.NicholOwens@kerrville.net 
(830) 275-2212 ext. 3622 

Conference: 5th Period 

Office Hours: email to schedule appointment 

 

Last Name________________________ First Name____________________ Class Period_____ 

 

OBJECTIVES: ________ 

To learn self-discipline, self-confidence, and dedication through dance using the body as an 
expressive instrument. 
To explore different dance styles and techniques through various exercises in movement. 
To develop a dance vocabulary. 
To develop various choreographic skills. 
To develop kinesthetic awareness. 
To develop an understanding of dance history as well as the importance of dance around the 
world. 

RULES/EXPECTATIONS: ________ 

Display respect in all actions at all times. 
Be on time and be prepared with dress out clothes EVERYDAY. 
Absolutely NO food or drink in dance class or in the dance studio (with the exception of water). 
Stereos, CD’s, and other sound equipment should be used with care (always ask permission to 
use). 
Restroom is only to be used during dressing out time, not during the class period.  
Work hard and have fun! 

CLASS PROCEDURES: 

Dressing out: ________ 

Students will have 7 minutes from the time the bell rings to get dressed out in dancewear. 
Students WILL NOT be allowed back into the locker room or storage space until the end of class. 
Students should wear athletic attire during class. All attire should fit properly and not be oversized 
and baggy or too tight. Offensive clothing will not be allowed. Students that do not dress out will 
still be expected to participate in classroom procedures and activities. Clothing worn to school is 
not considered dressed out. YOU MUST CHANGE CLOTHES! Students will have 7 minutes to 
change back into school clothes at the end of each class. Students are expected to dress out 
EVERY SINGLE DAY. Once they are dressed back out, they may not leave the class until the bell 
rings. A discipline consequence will be issued on the 3rd time a student does not dress out for class.  
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Tardies: ________ 

Tardies will not be tolerated. 25 points will be deducted from participation grade every time that a 
student is tardy to class.  

Jewelry: ________ 

No jewelry is allowed with the exception of small stud earrings. This is for safety reasons and will 
be enforced. Failure to remove all jewelry will result in a loss of 25 points from the student’s dress 
out grade. The dance department is not responsible for any lost or stolen items.  

Hair: ________ 

Hair should be worn in a style pulled away from the face as to not distract the dancer. Hats will 
not be allowed. This means that all hair should be pulled back in a ponytail. Failure to abide by 
this rule will result in a loss of 25 points from the students dress out grade. 

Class Handouts: _________ 

You will be responsible for keeping up with all dance class handouts and having them with you in 
class. These items will be kept in the pocket portion of your spiral notebook.  

GRADING SYSTEM: ________ 

Tivy High School Grading Protocols for 2020-2021 

Major Grade 
3 or more per grading period 

Minor Grade  
6 or more per grading period 

Category Weight: 30% Category Weight: 70% 

 

LATE WORK: __________ 

In order to provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of learning, 
students who have not turned in work on time will be allowed five school days, from the date the 
assignment was due, to complete and submit any late work. A maximum of 10 points per day, up 
to a maximum of 30 points will be deducted from the grade. Extenuating circumstances will be 
handed on a case-by-case basis. The student is responsible for informing the teacher of any such 
circumstances that prevented the completion of the assignment. 

MAKE-UP WORK: ________ 

Students who have been absent are eligible to do make-up work, regardless of the reason for the 
absence or school related activity. A student should be given two school days to make up the work. 

 

 

 



 

DANCE CLASS STIPULATIONS: 

Daily technique grade: ________ 

Every day a daily technique grade will be taken. Points will be earned or taken away according to 
the student’s choices. Students are eligible to make a grade of 100 points every day. These daily 
technique grades will be averaged together to create one major grade for each week of the nine 
weeks. That means each nine weeks you will have nine major grades based off your daily technique 
grade.  

*Dressing out in proper dance attire = 50 points 

*Participating in all class activities = + 50 points 
100 points for the day 

*NOT dressing out in proper dance attire = -50 points 
*NOT participating in ALL class activities = -50 points 

0 points for the day 

 

POINT DEDUCTIONS: _________ 

Missing all clothing items -50 points  
Missing one clothing item -25 points 
Hair not pulled back -25 points 

Chewing gum -25 points 

Wearing Jewelry -25 points 

Tardy -25 points 

Improper use of dance equipment -25 points  
Excessive talking -10 points per redirection 

Written Assignments: ________ 

Written assignments include journals, worksheets, papers, choreography evaluations and 
choreography critiques.  

Journals: _______ 

Often students will be given a journal prompt on which to write. Each entry should be at least two 
paragraphs in length. Students may include anything of importance to their dance education and 
growth, in addition to the prompt given. They must fill all lines on the given assignment in order 
to receive full credit.  

Technique assessments/ Written Exams: ________ 

Students will be tested on the material covered in class including technique, vocabulary, history, 
and choreography.  

 

 



PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES: _________ 

Students will be given the opportunity to perform in two shows per year. One performance in the 
Winter semester (Winter Showcase) and one in the Spring semester (Spring Show). These 
performances are worth 2 major grades and participation is mandatory for in person students. An 
alternate assignment will be given for virtual learners. 

Winter Show – December 9th, 2020 at the Tivy HS Gym. Call time: 5:30PM. 
Spring Show – Date & time TBD (approx. late April/early May) at the Callioux Theatre.  

SUPPLIES NEEDED: _______  

-Athletic attire (ex.: leggings, joggers, sweats, etc.). No jeans, spandex shorts, dresses or skirts. 
Dance class attire must still be in dress code. 
-Spiral Notebook with a pocket/folder. 
-Face shield or face mask. This is a safety requirement. A face shield is highly recommended as it is 
a little more comfortable. 

SUGGESTED SUPPLIES: 

-Flesh colored jazz shoes. Students must be barefoot or in jazz shoes during dance class. Tennis 
shoes will only be permitted during our hip hop unit. 

DANCE UNITS WILL INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO: _________ 

-Anatomy/Health 

-Jazz 

-World Dance 

-Production 

-Ballet 

-Lyrical 
-Hip Hop 

-Modern 

-Contemporary 

-Choreography 

VIDEO/PHOTGRAPHY POLICY: ________________ 

It is the practice of the dance class to occasionally use videography and photography for 
educational purposes. This creates learning opportunities for students by allowing students to see 
themselves dancing, as well as analyze their movement. Below is a waiver allowing your student to 
be photographed for educational and archival purposes.  

  



 

Parent/Student Signature  

I have received and read over the Tivy High School Dance Department’s Syllabus. I have full 
understanding of the objectives, rules and expectations, consequences, rewards, class procedures, 
grading system, supplies needed, and dates to remember. I understand that the student is 
responsible for earning their grade and will not simply be given a grade. If the student follows the 
above syllabus, they will be rewarded. If they do not follow the syllabus, they will suffer the 
consequences. The student has initialed by each section of the syllabus that has been explained to 
them. Their initials represent their full understanding of each and every policy. Please return this 
signature page with your student by Friday, August 28th for a minor grade of 100. Please keep this 
entire syllabus if questions arise throughout the year about policies and procedures.  
 

Student Signature ___________________________________________ Date ______________ 

 

Parent Signature _____________________________________________ Date _____________ 

 

Phone (home) __________________ (work) __________________ (cell) __________________ 

 

EmailAddress _________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your parental support! Please call or email any time if you have questions or concerns. We look 

forward to meeting you at your student’s fall and spring performances! 

 

 

 

 

 


